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THE 


; EVIDEN CES, &c. 


DV Y way of introduction to this treatiſe, I ſhall offer 
D fome reflections on the importance and uſefulneſs 
of Divine Revelation: And, 1/, If man had perſeve- 
red in his primitive innocence; if human principles and 
practice had no influence on human happineſs, or on 
each other; and if ignorance and prejudice, if ſuper- 
ſtition and ſenſuality, dad no tendency to corrupt mens 
opinions, and to plunge them into guilt : upon theſe 
ſuppoſitions, it might be admitted, that there is no need 
of revelation: But experience ſhows the contrary. This 


being granted, a revelation which aſcertains mens no- | 


tions of the objects of duty, muſt be beneficial and ne- 
ceſſary. 2d, The character of the Supreme Being, 
the nature of man, and the reality of a future life, muſt 

be very imperfectly known by the light of nature. Re- 
velation, therefore, is neceſſary to give ſuch evidence 
of a future ſtate, as to be a comfort to good men, and a 
conſtraint upon the paſſions of the wicked. 3d, Reve- 
lation is further neceſſary, in order to unfold the way 
of ſalvation. Of the neceſſity of expiation for | an all 
mankind ſeem to have had an idea, as appears from the 
univerſal uſe of ſacrifices. If philoſophy had been 
man's only guide, it is more than probable, that idola- 
try would have been at this day the religion of the 
world. 4th, Revelation is yet further neceſſary, to 
make the whole duty of man not only known, but ob- 
vious to all capacities, which was not the caſe with the 
doctrines of the heathen philoſophers, whoſe reaſonings 
could only be underſtood by a few ſpeculative men. 
But when the fulneſs of time was come, the Teacher of 
the poor did at laſt appear, not like the floic, proud and 
diſputatious, but like the Son of God, meek and unaf- 


fected. Let not the infidel pretend that human reaſon 
No. 16. 3 - we pH 
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is capable of diſcovering the whole of man's duty; for 


it is certain unaffifted reaſon never did this, and, in the 


opinion of Socrates, never could. 

If revelation be ſo uſeful and neceſſary, it is, there- 
fore, moſt conſiſtent with the wildom and * of God 

to beſtow it. 2 


2s the evidences of che Chriſtian Religi gion, both 
external and internal, depend upon the authenticity of 
the books of the Old Kc New 1 Teſtaments, I ſhall 'be- 
gin with ſhowing, that the Scriptures which we receive 
were really written by the = ſuppoſed, and that they 
have been handeddown to us t a ſucceſſionof ages, 
without any material alteration. J fhall begin with 


THE AUTHENTICITY Or THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


As Moſes is the moſt ancient of all writers, his bi. 
| Rory can receive no ſupport, as to its authenticity, from 
contemporary authors. It is, however, confirmed by 
tradition. The knowledge of the wonderful events re- 
 Iated in it, might eafily deſcend to him by authentic tra- 

Aition from Adam, on fur. 9 of the ſingular longevity 
of the Patriarchs; for Methuſelah was contemporary 
with Adam 245 years, and with Noah 600. It is there- 
fore impoſſible but Noah muſt know every circumſtance 
in the life of his great anceſtor ; and as little can it be 
doubted that he would relate it to bis poſterity after 
the flood. 

If any man will allege, that the law of the Jens, 
contained in the Pentateuch, is a work of human in- 
vention, let him ſay at what time it could poſſibly have 
been impoſed upon them. It could not be an im- 
polition of Moſes himſelf, becaufe he conſtantly appeals 
* the miracles he had wrou ht in the fight of all Iſrael, 

a proof of his Divine on. Could he have done 
| this, if the people had not ſeen them, and been convin- | 
ced that they were really ſupernatural ? Equally in- 
poſſible muſt it have been to have ſucceeded in fuch an | 
 Impoſture after the death of that eminent lawgiver- 
Could they have been perſuaded, by any ſubſequent im- 
poſtor, to believe that they had been told by their fathers 
that ſuch miracles bad > Wl if they had \not been 


4 
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5 the law. 
of holies in the tabernacle, beſide the ark of the teſti- 


 mony. The people were obliged to make copies of it, 
which they were to preſerve and read in their families. 
_ Befides this, the law was to be read publicly on ſolemn 


which t 


ä ben the 
they neglected to take copies of the law, and to infirudt 


Fenn 
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told ſo; or that they had kept paſſovers and feaſts of 


tabernacles, 8 of the events they relate to, 
if they had not done fo? 

Nothing could be better contrived than the precau- 
tions ufed by Moſes for the preſervation of the — of 


The original was to be depoſited in the holy 


occaſions ; and, at fuch times, thoſe who had copies of it 
might compare them with the original, while thoſe who had 


none world bds delice to be poſſeſſed of them. —Theſe | 
_ obſervations ſeem to 


regard to the authenticity of the Pentateuch and the 


carry conviction with them, with 
fame concluſion may be drawn in regard to the ſubſe 


quent books; for, whenever any new books were written 
by men of 


approved virtues, they would be carefully 


Collected by the Iſraelites, and added to the books of 
: poſſeſſed. 


hey were alr 
It is proved by fact, that in thoſe nine times, 
people abandoned the worſhip of the true God, 


themſelves in it; and perhaps they even arrived at fo 
great a degree of im impiety as to deſtroy them; ſo that 


FP ea eons yet it cannot be doubted, that thoſe 


ho had not bowed the knee to Baal,“ 

opies in their own families. In the 

reign of Joſiab king of Judah, a copy (probably the ori- 
| copy) of the law, was found in the temple ; ſo 
at the people would have an opportunity of corre&ting 
oy errors which might bave crept into their copegs du- 5 
—_— two former idolatrous rei 
there be any ſuſpicion as to t 


e authenticity of the 


= books of the Old Teſtament, it — fall, not upon the 
later Jews, but on Ezra, and thoſe who finiſhed 2 
non of Scripture: For, if their ſacred books were for 
the moſt likely time is, when the Jews returned 


the Babyloniſh captivity, ' which, as infidel writers . 
laſted 10 long that they forgot the Hebrew character. 
But fuppating e the Jews learned the Chaldee lan- 
guage, yet this is far from proving that the Hebrew: 
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was entirely forgotten, or their ſacred books loſt. Many 
things ſhow the contrary. Several books were written 


after the captivity in Hebrew, which ſhows that that 


language was ſtill uſed and underſtood by many of the 
people. Nehemiah, a great man at the Perfian court, 


wrote his own memoirs in Hebrew, which ſhows that 


that language was retained by the Jews in Perſia, All 
thoſe Jews who were carried away laſt, and who, lived 


to the age of ſeventy or eighty years, were twenty or 
thirty when Jeruſalem was deſtroyed ; and, to ſuppoſe #4 
, religious 


that they would entirely forget — lang 
hiſtory, and laws, is totally abſurd. Many who had ſeen 


the firſt temple, when ey ſaw the Sandale of the 


ſecond laid, wept *. The ads could not have been 
rebuilt, nor "the ſervice re-eftabliſhed according to the 
law, had not the books which contain it been preſer- 
ved. It is evident, from the title of © Prieft and Scribe 
of the law of the God of heaven,” which Artaxerxes 


gave in his edict to Ezra, that he and others muſt have 
been poſſeſſed of copies of the Jaw. Upon the whole, 


therfore, it ſeems to appear, that the Jewiſh books 


| and records were not * during the Babyloniſh capti- 


vity. 


Copies of the 1 were continually multiplied : as the 


Jewiſh nation increaſed, and were — into diffe- 


rent tongues; ſo that the hazard became every day leſs 


of its being loſt, or of any material alteration being 


made. The Hebrew copy, in the hands of the Sama- 


_ Titans, who muſt have received it from the ten revolted 
tribes ſoon after the times of David and Solomon, and 
who were at ſuch enmity with the Jews as to forbid any 


Intercourſe, and therefore any combination, is a great 


proof of its authenticity, from its exact concurrence 
with the Jewiſh copy.—From theſe facts, it appears that 
the Old Teſtament is authentic, and that it has been de- 
livered down . any material nn or al- 
teration. 


* Ezra ui. 12. 
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AUTHENTICITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Trar the evangelical records are genuine and au- 
thentic, written in the apoſtolic age by thoſe followers 
and diſciples of Chriſt under who: names we receive 

them, appears from the teſtimony of many ancient wri- 
ters, who were contemporary, or nearly ſo, with the au- 


thors of thoſe books; not only among Chriſtians, who 2 | 


quote them in their works, but even among Jewiſh and 
Heathen authors, who never called their authenticity in 
| queſtion, although they had an averſion to the religious 
ſyſtem they taught. That theſe ſacred writings are tranſ- - 
' mitted faithfully down to us without any material adul- 
teration, appears from the high eſtimation in which they 
were held ; from the early tranſlation of them into moſt 
of the known languages of the world, and the agree- 
ment of fuch tranſlations ; from the conſtant appeal made 


to them by various Chriſtian ſeQs in matters of contro- 


verſy: for which reaſon there could not be any mate- 
rial adulteration inſerted, either by the artifice of parti- 
cular ſects, or by a common combination. So that there 
is no room to doubt but that the books of the New Teſ- 
tament are authentic, written by the perſons to whom 
they are aſcribed, and that they have been tranſmitted 
to us in their original purity. - _ 8 
We may obſerve, that beſides the improbability of ſup- 
poſing a few illiterate perſons capable of conducting an 
impoſition of ſuch a nature as the reſurrection and aſ- 
cenſion of our Saviour, which is the ground-work of 
ſtmeir ſyſtem, they diſcover in their narration all the in- 
ternal marks of truth. But ſhould we ſuppoſe them ca- 
pable of propagating ſuch an impoſture, which the jea- 
louſy of the Jews would have rendered impracticable, 
what proſpects could invite them to carry on the fraud? 
Was the doctrine of a ſuffering, crucified Meſſiah, likely 
to procure affluence or honour to his diſciples ? Could 
they throw of all care for their own quiet? And for 
what? To meet poverty, perſecutions, ſufferings, -and 


= death, without any_view, preſent or future ? They had 


| ſeen what ſeverities the Jews had inflited on the Found- 
er of Chriſtianity ; what expectations then could they 
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form, by aſſerting to them the reſurrection, viſible aſcen- 
fion, and reception into heaven, of Him whom, they had 
ſo cruelly put to death? In ſhort, to ſuppoſe that a num- 
der of perſons, in oppoſition to their perſonal intereſts, 
to every principle that can be ſuppoſed to influence hu- 
man actions, and at the hazard of their lives, ſnould 
combine to ſupport a falſehood, is utterly incredible. 
I be faith of the apoſtles could not be the effect of 
weakneſs. Such of their doctrines as are level to human 
capacity appear to be agreeable to the ſoundeſt mora- 
lity. All the learning of the heathen world had never 


deen able to produce ſuch a ſyſtem of morality. Was 


the Apoſtle of the Gentiles a weak man, who wrote and 
_ ſpoke with ſuch energy, as to make a Roman Procon- 
ful tremble ? Were hole weak men, who,- in defiance 
of perſecution, and in oppoſition to the power and learn- 
ing of the Roman empire, introduced a new religion, 
which continues to this day? With regard to the mira- 
cles of which the apoſtles were eye-witnefles, and in the 
belief of which they lived and died, they were ſuch as 
required neither genius nor learning to make a ſpeRator 
a competent judge of them. They heard their Maſter 
* foretell his crucifixion and reſurrection, and ſaw them 
_ fulfilled: for they beheld him crucified ; and, three 
days after, they ſaw him alive again; felt his body, that 
it was a material body ; and, finally were ftanding by 
him in open day when they ſaw him aſcend into heaven. 
Theſe are facts, in regard to which they could not have 
been miſtaken, 5 5 ** 
One of the apoſtles, a learned man and a zealous 
Jew, and a perſecutor of the Chriſtians, was in open day 
| {truck to the ground by a ſupernatural light from hes- 
ven, in conſequence of which he became a Chriftian; 
although, by adhering to the oppoſite fide, he had eve- 
ry thing to hope for, and by revolting from it, ever) 
temporal mconvenience to fear; but he, notwithſtand- 
ing, fubmitted himſelf to perſecution and death. That 
Paul was no impoſtor, is evident; for, inſtead of aiming 
at power or riches, he expoſed himſelf to ſcourging and 
martyrdom for the religion of Jefus. If he was no W 
poſtor, he muſt either have been a wiſe man or credv 
lous. So far was he from being credulous, that all ou 


we muſt alſo admit that the goſpelhiſtory 


| man *. 
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Lord's miracles had no effect upon TY one was 


wrought on. bimſelf. If then . 


is true. 
The poſitive and direct proofs of the divine commiſ- 


1 Bon with which Chriſt was inveſted, are, 


I. The external evidences, which conbiſt, iſt, Of the 


| prophecies of the Old Teſtament, which announced his 
coming, ſo minutely fulfilled in "bis perſon, and in his 
| perſon only. 
uttered, relating to himſelf and the Jewiſh nation. 
zZdly, The es performed by him. | 


adly, Thole prophecies which. he himſelf 


H. The inazeal evidence, which cenfifts of the ex. 


ccllence of the doctrines „! in the — 


| ARGUMENT FROM PROPHEOY. 


Tus goſpel-hiſtory i is, in many particulars, an accom- 


pliſhmens of certain prophecies committed to writing 


veral hundred years before Chriſt was born, which are 


f applicable to him * * are therefore a proof of his 
_ divinity. 


» Soon after the fall, i it was recorded of this great per- 
fu, that he ſhould in a certain ſenſe, be the ſon of a wo- 
Two thouſand years afterwards, it was foretold 


to Abraham, that he ſhould be of the poſterity of his fon 
Iſaac, and a blefling to all nations +. It was afterwards 


predicted, that the fupreme command ſhould not depart 
from Judah until this perſon came 1. Laiah expreſsly 
declares, that he ſhall be of the poſterity of David $. 


: The exact time of his advent 1 1s limited to the exiſtence 


of the ſecond temple ||, and is diſtinctly foretold by 


Daniel J. The circumſtances of his life, death, and 
fufferings, are minutely ſtated ; that he ſhould be born of 


a virgin **, in the city - Bethlehem ++; that he ſhould 
enter Jeruſalem riding on an aſs 1; the treachery of Ju- 
das, the ſum he received, and the uſe it afterwards was. 
put to, are diſtinctly ſhewn dh; ; his meekneſs and hunulity- - 


r + Gen. xii. 3. 1 Sen. xlix. 10. 
5 I Hag. ii. 3.—9. J Dan. ix. 25. 
** * Its vii * Ft Micah v. 2. 11 Zech. ix. 9. 


$6.PL L xl 9. Lech. x. 12, 13. 
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under his ſufferings *, his being ſtruck by the officer 15 | 
the nature of his cruel puniſhment t, the manner in 
which his clothes were diſpoſed of ||, the ſoldier's pier- 
cing his fide with a ſpear „bis being crucified between 
two thieves I, the giving him vinegar to drink ““, the 
place of his ſepulture ++, his rifing from the dead It, 
are all circumſtantially ſtated by the inſpired writers un- 
; on the Old Teſtament diſpenſation. 
That all theſe ſpecific characters, many of them ory 
uncommon, ſhould meet in the lame perſon by chance, 
18 1s utterly improbable. : 


It is not ſolely from theſe ancient predictions that we 


prove Chriſt to be the Meſſiah; we have the ſtrongeſt 
reaſon to believe the divinity of his miffion from 
the prophecies. which he himſelf 3 during his 


WES. - theſe, the moſt remarkable are, his Tepeatedly 
28 foretelling to the Jews and his diſciples his approaching 
death, and ſubſequent reſurrection Fy ; his pointing out 
the perſon who ſhould betray him III; his foretelling that 


Peter ſhould deny him, ; that Jeruſalem and-the tem- 
1 le ſhould be deſtroyed Te ; "thatone of his diſciples ſhould 


— | 


urvive this 1 t. Accordingly, we know that 
St John wrote his goſpel after that event. Warning is 
given by Chriſt to 555 diſciples to flee from the impend- 
ing ruin 5. The diſp PTY of the Jews is likewiſe pre- 

dicted by our Saviour 1 who although wandering about, 


without any fixed abode, for more than ſeventeen hun- 


dred years, ſtill remain a diſtinct people, living as monu- 
ments of our Saviour's prophetic wiſdom, and guardians | 
of the volume wherein the * l him 
are contained. 

Such are the prophecies which are produced in ſupport 
ofour faith in Jeſus; whether as thoſe predictions relate to 


* Tfa. lit. 7. + Micah v. 1. .4 If. L 6. 

1] Pſal. xxii. 18. Zech. xii. 10. T La. liv. 12. 
** Pſal. lxix. 21. ++ Iſa. lui. 9. | tt Pſal. zvi. 10. 
{$5 Luke ix. 22. Mark ix. 31, 32. Mat. xx. 17.—19. Luke viii. 
31.—34. Ill Mat. xxvi. 21.---25. John xiii. 21.—26. 

» Luke xxii. 33, 34. Mark xiv. 30. I Mat. xxiv. 1, 2. 
Mark xiii. 1, 2. Luke xxi. 6. Luke xix. 41.---44 Mat. xxiv. 
Mark xiii. Luke xzi. 20. ===24. 1 Mat. XXIV. 34+ 


Luke Xi. 22.-—24. Luke xxi. 
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Chriſt himſelf, or were delivered by him: And what elſe 

can we infer from the whole, than that he was not onl 

a prophet of the higheſt authority, but was himſelf that 

Prophet who ſhould come into the world, the Meſſiah, 
whom God, in bis ſupreme wiſdom and goodnels, had 
promiſed to repair the miſchiefs conſequent on the fall 

of man, aud to lead us to life . 3 


ARGUMENT FROM MIRACLES, 0 or THE DIVINE' | 
MISSION OF OUR SAVIOUR. 


= 13 ſhewn, that the evangeliſts really v wrote the 
books which go by their names, and that they could not 
be deceived themſelves, nor mean to impoſe upon the 
world, we muſt admit that thoſe miracles which are re- 
corded of our Saviour are true. Miracles are acts of di- 
vine power, out of the ordinary courſe of natnre, whica 
ſerve to make known the will of the Moſt High, and ſo 
point out thole who are ſent by him, in order that their 
words may have equal 8 3 with mankind, as if they 
had been ſpoken by God himſelf. 
Accordingly, our Lord always appeals to . as a 
proof of his divine miſſion- . When about to raiſe La- 
zarus from the grave, he addreſſed himſelf to God, in 
the preſence of all thoſe who were with him, to render 
thanks to God for the power he had given him of work- 


ing miracles+. When two of John's difciples came and 


alked, whether he was the Meſſiah or not? after work- 
ing ſeveral miracles, he bid them 90 and tell John what 
they had ſeen 1. 
That the Jews regarded the power of working miracles 
as a proof of a commiſſion from Heaven, we learn from 
what Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, {aid to our Savi- 
our, when he came to him by night $, © No man can do 
theſe things that thou doſt, — God be with him.” 
Likewiſe, from what the man born blind, who had recei- 
ved his fight, ſaid to the Phariſees ||: © If this man 
were not of God, he could do nothing.“ That this was 


2 fake x, 36. 1 37, 38. John x. 24, 25. TR 41, 42, 
} Mat. xi. L J F John iii. 2. John ix. 33. 
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| the general opinion, appears from what was ſaid, when our 


Saviour raiſed the widow of Nain's ſon *®. © And there. 
came a fear on all: And they glorified God , laying, that 
a great prophet 1s riſen up among us, and that God 
hath viſited his people. Even the centurion, and they 
who guarded Jeſus at his crucifixion, who could not be 
_ prejudiced in his favour, and who probably had never 
| heard of the prophecies relating to him, when they faw 
the wonders which took place at his death, exclaimed, : 
Truly this was the Son of God +!” ' 
That the apoſtles could not be deceived in the mira- 


cles they ſaw our Saviour work, is evident; for ſuch 


was their nature, that it required neither genius nor 
learning to make a ſpectator a competent judge of them. 
They ſaw water converted into wine, in the preſence 


of many perſons who drank of it, and were convinced 


that the transformation was real. They ſaw him in an 
inſtant, without the application of any medicine, remove 
leproſy, palfy, and other obſtinate diſeaſes. They aw men, 
whom they and all the country knew to have been blind 
from their infancy, made to ſee in an inſtant, without the 
application of any remedy. They ſaw the dead raiſed 
to life, yea raiſed even from the grave. They ſaw a 
man's ear, cut off by the ſword of Peter, immediately 
| healed by a a touch. They themſelves were part of a 
multitude of five thouſand, whoſe hunger was allayed 
by a few loaves and fiſhes, and more fragments left - bag 
there had been food at frſt, They ſaw their Mafter walk 
on the ſurface of the ſea; and they were preſent when, 


at his command a ſtorm was changed into a calm. They 


often ſaw human bodies ſet free from the tyranny of de- 

mons. Theſe are facts with regard to which they could 

not have been miſtaken, though they had been the moſt 
credulous of mankind. But credulous they were not; 
ſome of them ſeem to have been uncommonly ſceptical. 
Theſe obſervations ſeem to ſhow, in the cleareſt man- 
ner, the juſt weight of that part of the evidence of the 
divinity of our Lord's commiſſion, which is founded on 
the miracles performed by him : And this, added to the 
proof ariſing from . forms together a body of 
evidence altogether irreſiſtible. 


* Luke vii. 16. I Mat. xxvũ. 54. 
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IAE INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF TUE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
( Extracted from Dr Warts * 3 


Maxx and glorious are the outward teſtimonies that 
| God has given to our religion, both in the days when 
| his Son Jeſus dwelt on earth, and in the time of the mini- 
ſtration of the ſtles, who followed their bleſſed 
Lord. The miracles wrought, the prophecies fulfilled, 
and the various glories attending the miniſtration of the 
goſpel, conſpire to confirm our faith; each of them are 
evidences of the truth and divinity of this doQrine ; 
and all of them joined together bear ſuch a teſtimony as 
cannot be reſiſted. We live now in theſe latter days, 
at a long diſtance from thoſe ſeaſons wherein thoſe mira- 
cles were wrought, and wherein God appeared, in ſo im- 
mediate a manner from heaven, to witneſs to the truth of 


| the golpel of his Son; but God has taken care to furniſh 
every true believer with a ſufficient witneſs of Chriftia- 


nity ; we are not left void of evidence at this day. 

: He that believeth hath the witneſs in himſelf.” There 
is an internal teſtimony given to the goſpel of Chriſt in 
the heart of every one that receives it in truth. There 

are the beginnings of that eternal life wrought in the ſoul, 

which the Son of God beſtows on all believers; © he 

that hath the Son hath life.“ The ſpiritual life of a 


- Chriſtian runs into eternity; © js the fame divine temper, 


the ſame peaceful and holy qualities of mind communi- 
cated to the believer here in the days of grace, which 
| ſhall be fulfilled and perfected in the world of glory; 
and this is a bleſſed withel to the truth of Chriſtianity ; 
it proves with abundant evidence, that it is a religion 
ſufficient to fave ſouls, for the ſalvation is be gun in 
every man that receives it. 

Now, what ſort of witneſs i is this which true faith- 
gives to the goſpel of Chriſt ; and what are the remark- 
able properties of this teflimony ? ? — 


. his Sermons on arios Subjects, divine and moral, Ser- 
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I anſwer, 
I. It is a witneſs that dwells more in the heart than 

in the head. It is a teſtimony known by being felt and 

practiſed, and not by mere reaſoning; the greateſt rea- 


ſoners may mils of it, for it is a teſtimony written in the 


heart; and upon this account it has ſome prerogatives a- 
bove all the external argumients for the truth of Chri- 


ſtianity. This inward argument is always at hand, when 
a a believer is in the exerciſe of his graces, and acting ac- 


cording to his new nature and life: It is an argument 
that is, not loſt through the weakneſs of the brain, the 


defect of the memory, and long abſence from books and 
ſtudy, to which other arguments are liable: It is an ar- 


ent that cannot be forgotten, while true religion re- 


mains in the heart, for it is graven there in laſting cha- 


racters. 


. - Thoſe words of St Paul to the Corinthians, in his ſe- 


cond epiſtle, chap. iii. 2, 3. have a reference to our preſent 


caſe: Ye are manifeſtly declared to be the epiſtle of 


Chriſt, miniſtered by us; written, not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of ſtone, but 
in fleſhly tables of the heart.” We have a glory in our 


religion, that diſtinguiſhes it from, and advances it above, 
the Jewiſh dipenſation ; their law was written in tables 
of ſtone, and afterwards Moſes wrote it out at large in a 


book: But ye have ſomething, ſays the apoftle, written 


in your hearts, that proves the truth of your religion, 
and of my divine commiſſion; ye, who are converted by 
my goſpel; ye Corinthians, who were once vile as the 

vileſt, and upon whoſe ſouls the devil, by his temptations 
and by his power, had inſcribed many dark characters, 
and ſeemed to ſeal you over, and mark you to damnation, 
ye are now the epiſtle of Chriſt ; ye have thoſe diſmal ' 
characters razed out, and ye have golden and bright 
ones inſcribed. The image of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is eternal life, appears fairly written on your ſouls: 


Ve are the epiſtle of Chriſt, and eternal life is begun in 


you; and thus the goſpel witneſſes its own truth and di- 


vinity by an internal evidence. 


The goſpel of Chriſt is like a ſeal or fignet, of ſuch 
inimitable and divine graving, that no created power can 
counterfeit it; and when the Spirit of God has ſtamped 
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this colpel on the ſoul, there are ſo many holy and happy 


lines drawn or impreſſed thereby; 21 many ſacred figna- 
| tures and divine features ſtamped on the mand, that 
give certaimevidenee both of a heavenly ignet, and a 


| heavenly operator. 


Adil who has well tudied the dee md 
proofs of Chriſtianity, can give ſufficient reaſons for the 


truth of them, and for his believing them. He finds 


what is ſufficiently. ſatisfactory to confirm his belief in 


the outward teſtimonies, in the miracles - ee in the 


world, and the prophecies fulfilled: I have, ſays he, in 
1 underſtanding, many arguments and evidences of 

_ © the truth of the golpel, and my reaſon is convinced 

_ * that it is a divine religion. But there is a miracle 
© wrought in my heart, that is of more efficacy than this, 


and is to mea more convincing proof of the goſpel of 


* Chriſt ; eternal life is begun in me. I find my con- 
— ſcience, that was diſturbed with the guilt of fin, efta- 
upon ſolid: hopes of pardon. I have 
an intereſt in the love of God, and lively ſenſations of 
( that love; I have a hatred of all fin, I live above the 

\ © world, and have a holy contempt of the trifles, buſi- 


« bliſhed in peace 


e nefles and cares of this life; I delight in the company 


4 of Him that dwells in heaven : I find in my ſoul that | 


I love him, and love 'thoſe who are like him; I 
© walk as ſeeing him; I have a zeal for his glory, and 
with active diligence I am employed for the honour 


l of his name in the world. Theſe things I find wrought 
Lin me by the goſpel of Chriſt: The diſcoveries of the 
„nature and works of God by his goſpel, have filled my 
„ ſoul with holy wonder, and bond my ſpirit down to 


« adore him. The revelations of his amazing conde- 


« ſcenfion and love, having raiſed and fired my heart to 
„love him; the examples of ſuperlative piety I meet 
« with in this goſpel, have excited my holy imitation ; 
and the motives propoſed here, are ſo awful and fo al- 
* luring, that all my powers of hope and fear are joined 


and engaged to conſtrain my obedience to the excellent 
Land divine precepts of this religion. I feel that I am 


quite altered from what once I was, I am a new crea- 


ture, and the change is divine and heavenly. There 


+ — — .__ ww wc, am —”” we AVI 4a — — 


in the life, whereſoever it is written in the. heart 
eternal life is an active principle; it will be diſcovering 


Save the 
7] z ſenſe of the love of God, who is an infinite 


nothing of this in his aſpect and behaviour? that he 
| ſhould ſhew-no ſerenity of countenance, no ſweetneſs of 
_ temper, no inward joy? Is it poſhb 


heart, and not make it appear 


ner « that i it is felt by the perſons that believe. 


were enlightened, 
with the ſoul that hath taſted of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
this food of eternal life; be will diſcover it in his la» 
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18 within me, that bears witneſs, that my 


« ntigon is Ben God." 
i. It is a witneſs that will, in ſome meaſure, appear 


: For 


and + ſelf. Is it poſſible, that a man ſhould 


pardon of his fins, and ſweet peace of 


good, a 
favour, and manifeſt 


 fatisfaQtion in his heavenly. 


le that he ſhould have 


an utter averſion to fin, a hatred of all iniquity in his | 
in his life? that he ſhould 
maintain a holy contempt of this world, 2 
2 = the future glories that has eye is fixed 
fo warm a zeal for God, A hoe Js t. 
en, and not manifeſt it to the world? Surely his life 


PE where his heart is; and his heart will be 
in heavenwhere his treaſures are. „Our converſation is in 
heaven,” fays 
this reh 


the blefled Panl, under the influence of 
and theſe hopes, Phil iii. 20, 21. | 
* is true indeed, this is a teſtimony that cannot be 

ted to others in the ſame meaſure and man- 
In this 
reſpect it is like-the © hidden manna,” which none know 


but they that taſte of it; yet thoſe that feed upon it daily, 


will 
read of Jonathan, 
ſuing his 


over it in ſome outward appearances; as you. 
in the day when. he was faint in pur- | 


« He taſted of the honey, and his eyes 
* x Sam xiv. 27. Juſt fo will *t he 


in has behaviour. It is a ſhame to thoſe that 
proteſs to be believers, that in all things they look i | 


much like the men of this world, and do not diſcover it 
in their lives, and witneſs what they have in their hearts, _ 


even the beginning of eternal life: If we are © the & 
piſtle of Chriſt,” we ſhall be in ſome meaſure, * known 
and read of all men,” 2 Cor. iii. 2, 3. Chriſtianity in 
the ſoul, eternal life begun in the heart, will be like the 
ag ſweet ointment of the right hand,” that bewrays irſelf, 


„ V © + @(» 


„ 
* 


and cannot be hid, Prov. xxvii. 16. Ve 


world; ye muſt not appear 
Re yourſelves; the honour of God your 
— — — Ve muſt 


knows this was 
Chriſt; he cannot but infer, that it muſt be a divine prin- 
ciple which has ſuch divine effect. He knows that he 


_ Y% c v En EE 


he is awake, and alive to God and to ri 
is born a 


eonſiſts in thoſe ſenſible miracles that were 
were beſtowed on the firſt Chriſtians, Heb. i ii. 4. Rom. 


tant miracle of regeneration and converting grace 
witneſs, in my opinion, has been nd by too 


s | 
4 
b 
4 
t 
0 
* 
„ 
5 
A 
n 
ce 
f, 
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ve 
are the light of the earth, y * 
: ike cet, if you would. be 
Saviour de- 


not be too much like the world, if you mean to give 
22 evidence to the religion of Chriſt, John xv. 19. 


XII. 2. 


„ Though this invard evidence of. the truth of 
Chriſtianity be of a ſpiritual nature, and ſpring from 
pious experience, yet 
and may be made out and 
It is no vain, I 
while every believer feels the ar 


it is a 


very rational evidence allo, 
juſtified to the ſtricteſt reaſon. 
fanciful, - and enthufiaftic buſineſs 3 for 


gument working ſtrong 


in his heart and foul, he finds alſo the convincing force 


of it upon his underſtanding : While he feels his inward 
powers ſweetly inclined to virtue and holinefs, which by 
nature had inclinations to ſenſuality and fin, and 


wrought in him purely by the goſpel of 


was once blind and dead in treſpaſſes and fins, but now 


there — LIEN „ 
here is a riſing c 

even from death. to life; and thence h 
. 


of divine wiſdom and power, that gave him this bleſſed 


reſurrection: It is above and beyond nature, it is a mi- 


racle of e, and none but God could work it. 
And u is what 1 call cba sd witnels of the Spirit 
of the goſpel, at leaſt in theſe latter ages of Chriſtianity. 


The outward and more viſible of the * 


&c. that 


thoſe wondrous gifts 


gifts of healing, of tongues, 


xv. 19. But the Spirit's inward teſtimony i is the con- 
This 


many proteſtants, when they have explained it merely 
by inward impulſes and vehement impreſſions upon the 


med without ths cartel of rents. This has tempted 
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the profane world to call our devout efforts of Chri- 
ſtian piety mere enthufiaſm, and wild imagination, the 
flaſhes of a kindled blood and vapours, that is puffed about 
with every wind: But when the teſtimony of the Spirit 
is explained in the manner I have deſcribed, it. muſt ap- 
youry itſelf to all the reaſonable part of mankind. : 
Here let us ſtand ſtill and conſider how great and. di- 
vine a power is neceſſary to make this mighty change on 
the heart of a poor, ignorant, guilty, ſinful creature, and 
eſtabliſi him a faint in peace and purity. It is not every 
one that hears this ſame goſpel, that obtains the ſame 
ſalvation, and that feels the Se glorious change; and 
many a true Chriſtian muſt confeſs, how long they fat 


under the ſame miniftry and inſtructions before their 


hearts were brought to love God, or renewed to an hea- 
venly life: Thus their experience teaches them, that 
: . was an almighty virtue and efficacy at laſt attended 
this goſpel, which made.it more powerful in one day, or 
week, or month, than it had been in whole years before. 
There was a quickening Spirit that accompanied the 
voice of the word, and gave them life, while the word 
called them to ariſe from the dead. And this is yet 
more gloriouſly evident, when ſuch changes have — 
wrought on ſinners in an hour or two: They went to 
hear the goſpel, poor, lame, blind, ſenſeleſs and thought- 
leſs of God and eternity ; and they were awakened, con- 
vinced of ſin and of righteouſneſs ; they learned their ruin 
and their recovery at once, through the atonement and 
grace of Chriſt : The poor come home enriched with 
various graces ; the blind ſee wonders, and the lame re- 
turn leaping and r = 10g in the hope of glory. This 
gives plain proof of a divine dodrine, and a divine aten- 
ding Spirit 2 a 
It is 5 bleſſed Spirit of God FW diQated theſe FL 
vine truths: of the goſpel, that accompanies them with 
his own power to * minds and conſciences of thoſe who 
hear the golpe? pr preached ; and by his on power works 
this: glorious: change in the . and lives of ſinners: 
It is 4 through the ſanctification of the Spirit, and the be- 
lief of the — that finners are called by the goſpel, to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” 
2 Theff. ii. 13, 14. It is by the preaching of thi gol, 
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ned with this Spirit, that the fornicators and adul- 
terers become chaſte, the thieves and extortioners are 
made honeſt and juſt, the covetous earthworms become 
heavenly· minded, the drunkards are turned ſober, and 
theſe heirs of hell are made fit to inherit the kingdom of 
God. The unclean are waſhed, the unholy are ſanctified, 
| — y juſtified, © in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
Spirit of our God,“ 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. It 
is Neck tblefled Spirit, the Comforter, that ſpeaks peace to 
the conſciences of believets, through the — blood of 
Chriſt; it is he that *ſheds abroad the love of God in their 
hearts,” by believing tlie goſpel, Rom. v. 5.; and it is he 
| that fills them with love to God and to their neighbour; 
for this love is the fruit of the Spirit,“ Gal. v. 22. 
and when the Spirit of God ſhines upon his own work 
in the ſoul of man, and makes this glorious change ap- 
pear to the ſelf-examining Chriftian, it is a noble teſti- 
mony that it — ay ag er. e 
pel of Chriſt. - 
IV. This witneſs to the truth of C is coituin 7 
nd infallible, in the nature and — : and 
Where this divine life ariſes to a conſiderable height, it 
gives full aſſurance to the Chriſtian, that his religion is 
true. Eternal life begun in the ſoul, according to the 
deſcription of it, cannot riſe from a falſe doctrine; it 
muſt proceed from the God of trath, who himſelf is 4 ec 
ternal life,” x John v. 20. and the o and ſpring of 
it to all his happy creatures. If it were poſſible that 
any other doctrine or religion could work ſuch an inward 
witneſs in the hearts of ſinners; if it were poſſible that 
any mere human goſpel could give ſuch a HA and hap- 
 Pineſs as I have deſcribed ; God would never have ap- 
pointed his own divine goſpel ſuch a doubtful witneſs. 
But I may ſay, God will never ſuffer ſo divine a teſti- 
mony to belong to any religion but that which himſelf 
hath revealed; and in our day it can belong to none but 
the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. If falſe religions 
could have this witneſs, could work this eternal life in 


ſiners, we could hardly ever have ſufficient rules to 


judge of the true religion by. 
V. It is a ſtrong and powerful witneſs, and ever r ready 
at hand to baffle he moſt learned ſophilms, and the bold- 


: * 


eſt tem Abet eee en ee 
2 ſhield againſt every flying arrow from 
the camp of infidelity. It is an t drawn-from | 
—— vie. experience, and it effectually wn 2 
the ſubtile cavils of falſe reaſoning. Suppoſe » craſtyphi- I 
laſopher ſhould pretend to prove that bread is unwhole- 3 
ſome, that water is uſeleſs to allay thirſt, or wine is mere 


poiſon; I may boldly maintain the wholefomeneſs and 


the happy uſe of bread, water, and wine for I am daily * 


nouriſhed by this bread, my thirſt has been 
quenched by water, and I have often found and felt this 
wine refreſh. The quihbles: ot Jogae, agamft the ſenſe 
and experience of a true C are but. as darts of ; 
ſtraw and ſtubble againſt the ſcales of a leviathan. 


religion, 2s does not depend on the exact truth of let- 
ters and fyllables, nor on the critical knowled 


ige of the 
copies of the Bible, nor on this old manuſcript, or the 
other new tranſſation.— For how great. ſoever the diffe- 
rence may be between the various ancient copies of the 
books af Scripture, or the elder or later tranſlation of it, 
either in proteſtant or popiſh countries ; yet the ſubſtance 
of Chriſtianity is fo ſcattered through all the New Tef. 
tament, and eſpecially among the epiſtles, that 
Ipt and every. tranſlition has excing of the gol- 
pel to fave ſouls by it, and make a man a Chriſtian in- 
deed. Hom full of noiſe and contzoverly has the Ch 
ſtian warld been, eſpecially in the learned ages of it, in 
ander to adjuſt and ſettle the true books of ſcripture, the 
true verſes, and the true reading! How many doubtfu} 
words have crept into fame of —— copies by the 
_ miſtakes of tranſcribers! And how ex hard, if 
not irnpoſſible, is it in many caſes to judge which was the 
true and authentic word or fentence ! But the humble 
and fincere Chriſtian has learned fo much of the ſame 
2 in which all copies agree, as has renewed his fin- 
e, and wrought a divine life in bim, and there - 
ore ke is fre de ſane of this gabel at be rom 
Nay, if this property of the inward witneſs be duly 
conſidered a little farther in the nature and attendants of 


it, we hall find that every true Chriſtian has a fufficient | 


VI. It is fuch a witneſs to the truth of the Chailion = 


B =, though the book itſelf ſhould ever happen to be loft 


to commit theſe doctrines to 


1 
argument and evidence to ſupport his faith, without 


being able to prove the authority af any of the canoni - 
Tr he cannot bring any lear- 


proof that the book 


oontains It is too; 


eee . 
5 as not t e goſpel ed with — 
ceſs before the New ——— Were not 
the ſame doctrines of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt, publiſhed 


to che world by the miniſtry of the apoſtles, and made ef- 
fectual to convert thouſands, beſare they fot themſelves. 


? And had not 

— Kkncere believer, every true convert, this hleſſed — 
in himſelf, that was from God ? Eight or ten 
years had paſſed 


away after the aſcenſion of Chriſt, before 


any part of the New Teftament was written, (as learned 


men conceive); and what unknown multitudes of Chri- 
ſtian converts were born again by the preaching of the 
word, and raiſed to a divine and heavenly life, long ere 
this book hee wrap knon own, and that among the hea- 
thens as well as 3 ? {And though the Sori 
Old Teſtament epare the minds of ſome of theſe 
to receive the _— yet we have reaſon to believe, 
that great 5 * nh af the gentile world, 
were convinced by miracles, and tongues, and ſome, per- 
haps, by mere narratives and exhortations ; and became 
holy believers, each of them the epiſtle of Chriſt writ- 
ten in the heart,” and bearing about witkinthem. » caodle 
and convincing Proof that this religion was divine, and 
that without a written goſpel, without epiſtles, and with- 
out a Bible. . 
: In the krſt ages of Chiſtianity, e 
* years together, how few among the common 
people were able to read! How few could get the poſ- 
ſeſſion or the uſe of a Bible, dns as well as 
profane books muſt be copied by writing! How few of | 
| the populace, in a large town or city, could obtain, or 
could uſe any ſmall part of Scripture, before the art of 
printing Sos the word of God io common? And yet 
millions of them were regenerated, ſanctified, aud ſaved 


iptures of the 
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by the miniſtration of this goſpel. The ſum, and ſeal; 
and ſubſtance » of this divine doctrine, communicated to 
the nations in various forms of ſpeech, and in different 
phraſes, made a divine impreſſion on their minds, being 
attended by the power of x the blefled Spiritz and while 
it ſtamped its own ſacred image on their ſouls, it tranſ- 
formed their natures into holy and heavenly, and created 
ſo many new witneſſes to the truth of the goſpel, for i it 
D e 
Conſider. then, Chriftians, and be MOT SI that the f 
goſp el has a more noble inward witneſs belonging to it, 
duhan is derived from ink and paper, from preciſe letters - 
and ſyllables: And though God, in his great wiſdom and 
goodneſs, ſaw it neceſſary that the New Teſtament ſhould 
be written, to preſerve theſe holy doctrines uncorrupted 
through all ages; and though he has been pleaſed to ap- 
point the written word to be the invariable and authentic 


diule of our faith and 1 and made it a glorious inſtru- 


ment of inſtructing miniſters and people to ſalvation in 
all theſe latter times: yet Chriſtianity has a ſecret wit- 
neſcs in the hearts of debevers; that bes not depend on 
their knowlege and proof of the authority of the Scrip- 
| tures, nor any of the controverſies that in later ages have 
attended the ſeveral manuſcript copies, and different rea- 
dings and tranſlations of the Bible. T2 1 
Now, this is of admirable uſe and i importance in the 
Chriſtian life, upon ſeveral accounts: As, 
(i.) If we confider how few poor unlearned Chriſtians 
E thaw are, who are capable of taking in the arguments 
— which are neceſſary to prove the divine authority of the 
ſacred writings; and few, even among the learned, can 
well adjuſt and determine many of the different readin gs, 
or different tranſlations of particular ſcriptures. Now, a 
wiſe Chriſtian does not build his faith is hope merely 
upon any one or two fingle texts, but upon the general 
ſcope, ſum and ſubſtance of the goſp el; the great doc- 
trines of the ſatisfaction for ſin by the blood of Chriſt, 
and the rene wal of our corrupt natures by the Holy Spi- 
rit; the neceſſity of faĩth in Chriſt, repentance of ſin, and 
| Gncere holineſs, in order to ſalvation and heavenly glory; 
and by theſe he feels a ſpiritual life of peace and piety 
2 in him: And here lies his evidence that Chriſtia- 


cnMSTran: RELIGION. 9 2 


nity is divine, and that theſe doctrines are n heaven, 
though a text or two may be falſe written or wrong tranſla- 
ted, or though a whole mene eee 
| proved authentic. 
+ The learned well know what need there 5 is of turning 
over the hiſtories of aneient times, of the traditions and 
. viritings of the fathers and authors, pious and profane ; 3 
what need of critical {kill in the holy languages, and in 
ancient manuſcripts; what a wide ſurvey of various cir- 
cumſtances of fact, time, place, ſtyle, language, &c. is 
neceſſary to confirm one or another book or verſe of the 0 
New Teſtament, and to anſwer the doubts of the ſcru- 
pulous, and the bold objections of the infidel ; what la- 
borious reaſonings are requiſite to found our faith on this 
bottom. Now, how few ofthe common rank of Chriſtians, 
whoſe hearts are inlaid with true fafth in the Son of God 
and real holineſs, have leifure, books, inſtructions, advan- 
tages, and judgment ſufficient to make a thorough ſearch 
into theſe matters, and to determine upon a juſt view of 
argument, that theſe books were written by the ſacred au- 


5 thors whoſe names they bear, and that theſe authors were 


5 under an immediate inſpiration i in writing them ? What 
a glorious advantage is it then to have ſuch an infallible 


teſtimony to the truth of the goſpel wrought and written 


in the heart by renewing grace, as does not depend on 
this laborious, learned, and argumentative evidence of the 
divine authority of che Bible, or of any CNTR book 
or verſe of ijt! 

(2.) If we conſider what bold aſlaults are ſometimes 
made upon the faith of the unlearned Chriſtian, by the 


dieeiſts and unbelievers of our age, by diſputing againſt the 


authority of the Scripture, by ridiculing the ſtrange nar- 
ratives and ſublime doctrines of the Bible, by ſetting the - 
_ ' ſeeming contradictions in a blaſphemous light, and then 
demanding, * How canyou prove, or how canyou believe, 
- © that this book is the word of God, or that the religion 
« jt teaches is divine ?” In ſuch. an hour of conteſt, 
happy is the Chriſtian that can ſay, Though I am Me 
able to ſolve all the difficulties in the Bible, nor main- 
© tain the ſacred authority of it againſt the cavils of wit 
and learning; yet I am well aflured that the doctrines 
< of this book are ſacred, and the authority of them di- 
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of it, an which T bulls ray Jope. 


great ſupport in hours of darkneſs and terapt 


devid, when ſuch — als hoon hes I 
che mind even ofa learned Chriſſian: What if the Scrip- 


ture ſhould not be divine? What if this goſpel and the 


nat the very word of Gad?“ n 
a renewed nature, and a divine life wo 
ply as this: Though I cannot at preſent recollect all 


4 to be divine hiſtorians, 
red writers; n 


40 
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vine: For when I heard and received them, they chan- 
4 ged my nature, they ſubdued my ſinful appetites, they 
and 


< wade me love God above all th ng 
lively and well-grounded 0 
4 I cannot doubt but 8 
< book are and divine, though 
REY very words and {ſyllables of it are ſo too 
is the ſenſe af and not the mere Jetzrs ; 


2 me the 
Therefore 
of this 


I alight foy yer further, {3.) This inrard miznch 


3 1 — 
« What i theſe ſhould be mere! y the words of men, and 


rking within him, 
theſe fiery darts of ſatan, with ſuch a re- 


the arguments that prove Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
or Peter and Paul to be inſpi- 

the fibſiance and chief ſenſe of their 
epittles, muſt needs be divine, and 
F the ſpiritual 
my ſoul; and this is my 12 


cc 


3 


rather the witneſs of the Spi a God within me) thee 
„ Chriſt is the Son of Cod, the Saviour of finners, and 
< the religion that I profeſs aud practiſe js iafe and di- 


vine.“ 


ough there are many and ſufficient arguments : 
drawnfrom eriticiſm, hiſtory, and _ learning, toprove 
the ſacred authority of the Bible, and ſuch as may give 


_ abundant evidence to an honeſt enquirer, and full ſatisfac- } 
tion that it is the word of God; yet this is the chief ev- 
dence that the greateſt part of Chriſtians can ever attam | 
of its divine original; = thence they infer, that the 
God of truth would not attend a bodk, which was not 
agreeable to his mind, with ſuch glorious inſtances of his 


own power and — 


— 1 Geer] . 


